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It has been my experience that many teachers who have been in the classroom for a number of years have not taken full advantage of technology in the classroom.   Other than some unsophisticated word processing projects (letters, lesson plans, etc.), the use of technology in these teachers’ classrooms remains cursory.  The teachers with whom I have spoken are still intimidated by the use of technology and remain dubious of their ability to fully integrate technology in their classrooms.  I feel differently.  Perhaps I feel differently because I spent more than a decade in the business industry using the computer and various software applications in my daily duties.  From PowerPoint to Access, Excel to Word, my duties as a Director of Contracting exposed me to a variety of uses for the computer and other technological media.  To become a teacher was a career change for me.  As a new educator, my previous experience with technology will only enhance my use of technology in my classroom.

Given the speed of development and increasing sophistication of uses of the computer and other technology, it is incumbent upon educators to expose their students to these rapidly changing media.  The earlier students become adept at utilizing the computer and navigating the Internet, the earlier they can start to “take in” and process information about the world around us.  Students will have access to answers to which they have questions and, more significantly, come up with even more questions.  This discovery and demystification could only serve to enhance their educational experience.  By incorporating technology in the classroom, I will be able to bring the world to my students with a more multi-dimensional approach---much more fascinating and relevant than the two-dimensional textbook and charts.  Relevance is a key component to learning.  If it is not relevant…why bother?

Lessons and materials should be adapted and organized with the students’ needs in mind.  As presented in this course, these components met the needs of the variety of students in class.  Students could individually assess their skill level and with the instructor’s help build upon their proficiency and enhance this learning experience.  It was also helpful to have the curriculum somehow connected to the students’ background and/or experience.  This strategy encourages motivation and reasoned thinking in the classroom by structuring assignments and lessons so that they are meaningful and worthwhile to the students.  All of the assignments were very practical and useful.  In some cases, I was able to explore and use various software applications to a more sophisticated degree than I had experienced previously.

The instructor ensured that each lesson was understandable through contextualization, modeling, adjusting speech/terminology, and frequent comprehension checks.  This teaching method provides frequent opportunities for students to talk about lesson content, to clarify concepts and to learn through a variety of practices.  These methods are important not only in teaching a college-level course such as this one, but also in educating elementary and secondary students as well.  As an educator, I will be sure to refer back to my experiences from this course, and utilize the variety of tools and techniques I learned, to enhance my students’ learning experience.  By integrating technology in the classroom, I can pique my students’ interests and appeal to their senses to make learning more fun.  Visuals and manipulatives, pictures and realia are absolutely necessary to help students make meaning out of what we teach.  Isn’t that what learning is all about?
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