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Technology in My Life

I have long been an active proponent for the use of technology.  In fact, both my husband and I have always tried to stay abreast of the latest in electronic “gadgets”.  For instance, we have turned in our bulky Day Planners and notebooks in favor of handheld PDAs.  I have been able to reduce the size of my “organizer” to the size of a wallet.  In addition to scheduling activities and storing names and addresses, I can download my e-mail through my computer to my PDA so that I may read them at my leisure.

At the school where I work, many computers are linked together on a local area network (LAN).  During my recess breaks, I sometimes logon to the Internet to download some images (utilizing the FTP) for worksheets I am creating.  But, because some of the applications I use are not WYSIWYG, the printed versions of my documents are sometimes very different from what I see on the monitor.  (It’s not always GIGO!)  Also, I use images from the Internet on my website.  I have to be careful to use MPEG, JPEG or GIF formats only---otherwise the image gets rejected.  Ugh!!!   (I wish I could remotely logon from home to access information on the system at my school…maybe I could get more work done!)   At work the mainframe is king; while at home, individual microcomputers rule.

Our PC is a bit outdated as compared to the current versions being sold, but it serves our purposes.  The hardware consists of: a computer tower, keyboard, mouse, monitor, 13 Gb hard drive, 128 Mb RAM (Random-Access Memory), and both a CD-ROM drive and a diskette drive.  In addition to housing the hard drive, RAM, CD-ROM drive and writer, and diskette drive, the computer tower also holds the motherboard (and its expansion slots).  Should we ever need to add another component (a CD writer perhaps), we would be able to do so by utilizing an expansion card.  The CPU is an Intel Pentium III microprocessor.  The operating system is Windows 98.  (I can still remember using a purely DOS operating system.)  Windows is much easier to navigate and manipulate ---just boot up and let the ROM do its stuff.  The computer also has a decent sound card that allows my kids to hear sounds while playing their games.  The power supply is connected to a surge protector at the rear of the tower.  

I have quite a bit of software loaded on my hard drive, including the Microsoft Office office suites (MS Word, Excel, PowerPoint, etc.).  Some of the documents I produce are saved on my hard drive, but most are saved on high-density floppy disks to keep my hard drive space free.  I stopped using my older disks because I discovered older disks only stored 720 Kb of information.   (Also, I am careful to choose relevant directory names and unique filenames to organize my files.)

Now, my husband and I are contemplating and planning the use of a computer to “manage” our household.  This project is far from completion, but researching the possibilities has been exciting.  First, we checked the Internet to see what systems were available.  We logged onto our ISP (America OnLine – AOL) to surf the World Wide Web (WWW).  My husband subscribed to several listserv’s and posted questions on a few newsgroups in an attempt to get advice from people who might be able to tell us where to begin.  He even joined a chat room (Internet Relay Chat – IRC) to get information (real-time) from others in our predicament.  We even took a trip to a local electronics store to call upon the expertise of the associates on hand to answer some of our questions.  I guess when it comes to computers, every bit of information counts!!!

